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ing the fight said the cause 
demanded the attention of 
“anyone in the hemisphere 
with a conscience.” Adams 
also played a role in the ne-
gotiations of the U.S./Can-
ada Pacific Salmon Treaty 
and helped secure the Little 
Big Horn National Monu-
ment Indian Memorial. 

In recent years, Ad-
ams has devoted hours to 
mentoring Indian young 
people—educating the 
next generation on the im-
portance of treaty rights, 
the wisdom in their history 
and their role in the future. 
“It’s for my nephews and 
nieces, for Indian fami-

lies,” Adams says. “Not one person born in this century will 
vote in this election, yet it’s their century.

“How can we expedite solutions and alleviate the effects 

Adams is awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate in Native Leadership from 
Northwest Indian College. Hank Adams 
collection

A popular speaker with Indians and non-Indians alike, Hank remains a 
tireless advocate for treaty rights. At the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge. Hank Adams collection
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of climate change rather than simply accept a time schedule for 
everything bad to happen? Can we affect the rising ocean levels? 
Can we keep those villages in Alaska on beaches where they now 
are? Are we going to have to move them off? And if we have to 
move Miami, are we going to forget about those Indians and 
Natives on the Alaskan beaches?” He said that with a sardonic 
chuckle before adding, “There are a lot of things beyond your 
control but you do what little you can with the little time that you 
have. But, you also recognize that time is so short.” 

One of his ever-present Winstons in hand, the lifelong 
activist commiserates at the refuge with a couple of Nisqually 
Indians over last-minute details for an upcoming canoe jour-
ney before quietly heading home.

“Somewhere in Olympia, Wash.,” says Ramona Bennett, 
a former Puyallup chairwoman, “there is a thin, aging Assini-
boine-Sioux man leaning over a computer. He is making sure 
we have a tomorrow.”

Trova Heffernan, 
Legacy Washington

Published 2016

Adams’ longtime relationship with the family of Billy Frank Jr. dates back 
more than a half-century. Here with Maiselle Bridges, Billy's older sister. 
Laura Mott 
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This picture appears on the cover of The Hank Adams Reader, a collection 
of Adams’ most important writings during his lifelong career as a political 
strategist and activist. Hank Adams collection
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21st century Washington is rapidly changing. Our diverse state 
is made up of independent and innovative people who perse-
vere against long odds. Who are we? Where do we come from? 
Who do we become? Follow the journey of key Washingtonians 
in a series of online profiles published by Legacy Washington.  


